Environmental Protection Agency Promotes Green Infrastructure
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is promoting the use of green infrastructure practices such as rain barrels, rain gardens, tree boxes
, permeable pavements, infiltration swales
, created wetlands, and green roofs which collect and use rain water where it falls.  Plants within rain gardens and green roofs improve the quality of water by absorbing pollutants.  These green practices reduce local flooding by lessening the load on storm sewer systems and recharging groundwater.  

The U.S. EPA is also promoting the use of green infrastructure with large businesses and governing bodies.  Ideas that can be applied at this larger scale include preserving existing wetlands, woodlands, prairies, and floodplains, and encouraging low impact development, which creates fewer paved surfaces.   Local governments are beginning to adopt and apply these ideas; specific examples include Chicago’s Green Roofs and Green Alleys Programs.  Chicago’s green alleys are constructed out of permeable pavement which allows stormwater to flow though the pavement and into the ground, avoiding the storm sewer system altogether
Green infrastructure practices handle stormwater as a resource rather than a nuisance or waste product.  Individuals can help improve the health of our watersheds with rain barrels, rain gardens, native plants, composting, recycling, and energy and water conservation and efficiency.

Source: US EPA Clean Water State Revolving Fund Fact Sheet: Green Infrastructure Approaches to Managing Wet Weather with Clean Water State Revolving Funds. July 2008. EPA# 832-F-08-001
�I prefer the term “stormwater planter”


�I prefer the term “bioswale”





